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Business News from Weymouth & Portland Borough Council & West Dorset District Council. 
 

Help shape Dorset's economic growth 
 

Business News header 
Edition 6 - August 2014 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of business news from Weymouth & Portland Borough Council and West Dorset District Coun-
cil. This e-newsletter aims to keep you up to date with local and national information and initiatives to support local busi-
nesses and to encourage economic growth, in an easy-to-read format. Below is the latest information on key initiatives and 
at the foot of the page there are ‘click throughs’ to ongoing work in support of economic growth. 
 
You can subscribe [ https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDORSET/subscriber/new ] to this newsletter to get business 
news direct to your inbox.  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 LEP 
  
Dorset LEP - Board member recruitment 
 
Do you want the opportunity to help shape the future growth of Dorset’s economy? Do you want to be able to guide or influ-
ence the use of government resources? The Dorset LEP needs you. They are seeking several new board members who 
help will guide the growth of  Dorset’s economy and lead the case for investment with Government. 
 
To find out more please click here [ http://www.dorsetlep.co.uk/news/press-releases/lep-board-recruitment/ ].  
 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Consult 
 
*Get involved in developing a brighter future for Weymouth Town centre* 
  
Weymouth & Portland Borough Council is developing a strategy to regenerate Weymouth as a safe town with a thriving 
economy, choices of housing & jobs, and good facilities and services. 
  
To achieve this, the town needs to attract investment and you can have your say in targeting that investment through your 
business input to the Masterplan process. 
 
Visit the Pop-up consultation stands located around town on 14 – 16 August. 
  
Full details are soon to be uploaded to www.dorsetforyou.com/brighterwey [ http://www.dorsetforyou.com/brighterwey 

16
th

 August 2014 - Open Garden – 34 Easton Street.– In aid of All Saints Church. 
 
The garden at 34 Easton Street  will be open on August 16

th
 in  aid of All Saints Church from 2pm till 5pm serv-

ing traditional Portland teas, home made dough and rice cakes. Tea and garden entrance £3. 

 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDORSET/subscriber/new
http://www.dorsetlep.co.uk/news/press-releases/lep-board-recruitment/
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/brighterwey
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/brighterwey


RE: CONSULTATION ON FURTHER PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE NEW LOCAL PLAN FOR WEST  
DORSET, WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND  
  
West Dorset District Council and Weymouth & Portland Borough Council are preparing a joint Local Plan which sets out a 
long term planning strategy for the area and includes detailed policies and site proposals for housing, employment, leisure and 
infrastructure.  The draft joint Local Plan was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 24th June 2013 and Planning Inspector 
Paul Crysell BSc MSc MRTPI was appointed to undertake the examination of the Local Plan.  
 
The Inspector held an exploratory meeting with the councils in January 2014 to discuss a number of issues that could affect 
whether the plan should proceed to examination.  Following the meeting, the Inspector wrote back to the councils to confirm 
that the outstanding issue on which he still had concerns was that of the evidence for the housing land requirements and supply. 
 
In March 2014, both councils agreed to request that the examination be suspended for a period of up to six months to enable 
further work on both housing land requirements and housing supply to be undertaken. This was agreed by the Inspector and 
this additional work has now been completed and is available online. 
 
The majority of changes relate to chapter 3 (Sustainable Pattern of Development).  The Proposed Changes are available to 
view, alongside the original evidence, at: http://www.dorsetforyou.com/localplanexamination/west/weymouth  
We would like to find out what you think of the changes to the Local Plan and the accompanying Sustainability Appraisal 
which has also been updated. All comments must be supported by your full name and address and should only relate to the 
further proposed changes. 

You can submit comments online, or if you prefer, you can respond by e-mailing your comments to us at s.policy@westdorset-
weymouth.gov.uk or in writing to: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make it clear in your response which proposed changes you are supporting or objecting, and include a summary of up to 
100 words. The closing date for comments is 11 September 2014.   

We are legally required to publish comments received as part of the consultation for public inspection and keep these records 
on our files for the purpose of the Local Plan. By submitting, you consent to your information being disclosed to third parties 
for this purpose. You have the right to correct any inaccuracies in your information.   
  
If you wish to find out more information about this consultation or the Local Plan, please contact 01305 252386 or email 
s.policy@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk 
  
Yours sincerely 
Hilary Jordan 
Spatial and Community Policy Manager 

 
 
 

Spatial and Community Policy 
West Dorset District Council 

South Walks House 
South Walks Road 

Dorchester 
DT1 1UZ 

Or Spatial and Community Policy 
Weymouth & Portland Borough Council 

Council Offices 
North Quay 
Weymouth 
DT4 8TA 

Local Plan  Review—  Housing Allocation Provision  Portland Data 

As part of the review a revised Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment has been 

prepared for the full details of this together with information can be found at  https://

www.dorsetforyou.com/localplanexamination/west/weymouth  

 

The following page includes summary information in regard to Portland 

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/localplanexamination/west/weymouth
mailto:s.policy@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk
mailto:s.policy@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk
mailto:s.policy@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/localplanexamination/west/weymouth
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/localplanexamination/west/weymouth


 Making neighbourhood planning easier 

 

The Government is seeking views on proposals that will make it even easier for residents and business to come together to produce 

a neighbourhood plan, drawing on the experience gained from over 900 neighbourhood areas which have already been designated 

by local authorities. 

Already communities across England are making use of their new right to produce a neighbourhood plan or neighbourhood devel-

opment order – these proposals would speed up the process to encourage more to follow suit. New measures include requiring 

local planning authorities to decide whether to designate certain neighbourhood areas within 10 weeks and removing the minimum 

six-week consultation and publicity period. But parish and town councils and neighbourhood forums would still need to consult and 

win a local referendum on the final neighbourhood plan or Order. 

The neighbourhood planning proposals are part of a wider Technical consultation on planning. It is possible to solely contrib-
ute your views on neighbourhood planning through an online survey or through filling in the response form. DCLG would like 
to hear the views and experience of Up Front subscribers and users of this website. The consultation document can be ac-
cessed on the DCLG website. 

Posted on 31 July 2014 (Permalink) 

Local Plan Review – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment  

Composite Summary – Housing (Portland extracts) 

See start of each appendix which sets out rationale for calculations  

 
 

Appendix Table Area Units indicated 

A A.3 Planning Permissions with consent at 
1 April 2014 

601 

B B.1 Local Plan Allocations (without per-
mission) 

30 

C C.2 Sites with Development Potential 
(within defined development bound-
aries) 

1-5 yrs  6-10yrs  11-15 yrs 

    Tophill East 88              3             23 

    Tophill West 12            24             0 

    Underhill 40            55             0 

    Totals 140         82            23 

D   Minor Sites with Development Po-
tential 

No specific references 

E   Rural Affordable Sites 30 

F   Maps of sites with development po-
tential 

  

G   Rural Conversions None 

H   Estimated Yield from Neighbourhood 
Plan 

30 

I Pages 26-
30 

Sites assessed as having no develop-
ment potential 

Site listing with rationales 

        

        

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JKMX63K
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/consultation_response_form_data/file/235/Consultation_response_form.doc
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/technical-consultation-on-planning
http://www.ourneighbourhoodplanning.org.uk/news/id/143


Photograph credit:

Image Science and Analysis Laboratory,

NASA-Johnson Space Center.

The Portland Neighbourhood Plan Working Group  July 2014 

www.portlandplan.org.uk

Help Shape the Isle’s Future
Thank you to those of you who have submitted their responses. The entries into the 

prize draw were closed in mid July but the survey is still open online and a 
printed copy is included in this month’s Free Portland News .

We we want as many people’s views as possible. The more responses we get the 

stronger the evidence we have to take the plan forward.

Do you run a 
Business on the 
Island ?  Then 

please complete 
our Business 

Survey which will 
help incorporate 

your future 
needs

The Community Survey is accessible via our website 
www.portlandplan.org.uk

Contact and further details
email:info@portlandplan.org.uk

Or via our website,facebook and twitter pages
Or telephone via  The Town Council 01305 821638

Don’t forget the community 
survey is to collect individual 
views so you can submit more 
than one per household 

Are you Under 25 ? Then we 
particularly need your views

Drop In Saturdays 10-11.30am .Want to talk to us ?  During August we will 

be at Jacksons Café, Fortuneswell on the 9th and 23rd and in the ICA Offices, Easton  

on the 16th and 30th. Also check out twitter  and facebook for other times

Voluntary and 
Community 
Organisations will 
be contacted during 
August about their 
development needs



WELCOME 

  
CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE NEWSLETTER 

  
The summer months bring an influx of visitors to Dorset.  For the police it means increased call 

volumes and workloads. 

The summer period sees a rise in the number of high profile events, for example the Bournemouth Air Festival and the Dorset 

County Show. The emphasis on summer policing is on police presence and making people feel comfortable and safe. Other sea-

sonal challenges can arise, such as heath fires or heatwaves and it is important for agencies to work together to help people pre-

pare for, respond to, and recover from any difficult situations. We are especially grateful to the hundreds of volunteers who work 

hard keeping our communities safe. 

We continually strive to put the public first and prioritise the needs of the most vulnerable and continue our engagement work 

across Dorset. We are attending a number of public events this summer to hear about people’s experiences with the police or 

criminal justice services. It is important we remain accessible, to provide the channels to offer people a listening ear and to help 

provide links to relevant local services.  

This is the first of my quarterly newsletters and I would appreciate your constructive feedback on its content, layout and de-

sign.  Please reply to this email to share your comments.   

 Martyn Underhill 

Dorset Police & Crime Commissioner      

Dorset Police & Crime Commissioner – Older Advocate for 
Weymouth & Portland 
 
I would like to introduce myself, I am a Advocate for the Dorset 
Police & Crime Commissioner acting as his eyes and ears as he 
is unable to get to all the communities that he would like to do.  
I am happy to come along to meetings of Older people in Com-
munity Centres, Sheltered Housing etc and give a short talk to 
residents and get them to discuss what issues concern them re-
garding Policing in their areas.  
  
Please contact me if you would to arrange a visit on  
ken.whatley@dorset.pnn.police.uk   or 07887 825001 (please 
leave a message and I will get back to you). 

http://www.dorset.pcc.police.uk/Document-Library/Newsletter/Dorset-PCC-Summer-Newsletter-2014.pdf
mailto:ken.whatley@dorset.pnn.police.uk


 
b-side art festival – Volunteers Appeal. 
 
I am the new volunteer coordinator for b-side art festival, which is on all over Portland 
between 5th-14th September 2014. 
 
Please find attached some information and also our volunteer schedule, as you will 
see, we have fantastic shows, installations and events at many fab locations through-
out the island, including at the Verne, and we will also have an open-air cinema down 
the Cove.  The programme is coming out very soon but until then, you can see what 
each of the 28 participating artists are doing via our website. 
 
If your organisation can help to provide stewards for any of the events or for the prep-
aration of the festival, we would be very grateful.  Please get in touch if you would like 
further details. 
 
Please note that we can pay volunteers £5-£15 towards their expenses per 4 hour 
shift, and young people aged 18-15 receive the highest rate, so this is a great oppor-
tunity to involve local youngsters :) 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Miss Sandy Hatcher 
b-side art festival volunteer coordinator  
email:volunteers@b-side.org.uk 
b-side.org.uk   
facebook.com/bsidefest  
twitter.com/bsidefest  

 

Friends of the Jurassic Coast E-Update 

13 August 2014 

Dear Friends 

 

Our partners at the Youth Hostel Association are looking for a talented and motivated individ-

ual to lead the delivery of their Jurassic Coast Education programme.   

 

In an exciting new opportunity, the successful individual will work with the four Youth Hostels 

along the coast and with ourselves in the Jurassic Coast Team and Trust to further develop, 

market, promote and deliver the programme. 

 

More details can be found here http://jurassiccoast.org/contact-us/job-opportunities and 

please do feel free to forward / tweet / facebook this link to anyone you think may be interest-

ed.  

 

Please note that the closing date is 18th August!!! 

 

Best wishes 

 

Sam Rose 

Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site Manager 

http://www.b-side.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/bsidefest
http://www.twitter.com/bsidefest
http://jurassiccoast.org/contact-us/job-opportunities?utm_source=newsletter_39&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=jurassic-coast-news-yha-jurassic-coast-education-coordinator-job-opportunity&acm=3920_39


Supporting Communities and Voluntary Organisations in Dorset 

Save the Date! 

Information for Underhill 

A number of Weymouth & Portland area Community Lunches are being held in the coming months with the focus on 

'Working With You', in partnership with Dorset Community Action, the West Dorset Partnership, Weymouth & Portland Bor-

ough Council and WSX Enterprises. 

We'd love to have you or someone from your organisation or community group there, to hear about your work and commu-

nity issues, and gain your input into how your needs can be best served.  The dates and venues are as follows:  

Underhill:  Tuesday, 21 October from 12:00-2:30pm at St John's Hall  To book your free place at this event, http://
www.dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk/events/weymouth-portland-working-you-community-lunch-21-october-2014 

Lunch is provided free of charge but booking is essential by going to the links above for the respective event.  

Please feel free to forward this to anyone in the Weymouth & Portland area you think may be interested in attending or con-

tact me if you have any questions. 

More details will follow in due course as to the agenda for each event.  We look forward to seeing you there!  

-------------------------------- 

Jayme Reaves 

Community Advisor 

West Dorset Team 

tel: 01305 216409 

mob: 07795 442946 

jayme.reaves@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk 

 

Groundwork - New Opportunity – Project Officer (Supervisor) 
 

Sadly, Ben Silsby will be leaving Groundwork in September moving onto pastures new.  We are there-
fore advertising his role to be filled asap.  The role will involve grounds maintenance, community 
planting days, working with volunteers, project management and delivery of accredited horticultural 
training.  So a mixture of skills required!  If you know of anyone who might be interested, please for-
ward this on.   
  
http://jobs.theguardian.com/job/4921989/project-officer-supervisor-environmental-charity/?
PipelinedPage=%2fjob-detail%2f4921989%2f  
http://www.charityjob.co.uk/Jobs/335608/Project-Officer-Supervisor-Environmental-Charity  
http://www.environmentjob.co.uk/job/51049-project-officer-supervisor 

   
Toni Powell 
Dorset Programme Manager 
Groundwork South  
  
Mobile:    07889 756166     
  
www.south.groundwork.org.uk 

http://www.dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk/events/weymouth-portland-working-you-community-lunch-21-october-2014
http://www.dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk/events/weymouth-portland-working-you-community-lunch-21-october-2014
mailto:jayme.reaves@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk
http://jobs.theguardian.com/job/4921989/project-officer-supervisor-environmental-charity/?PipelinedPage=%2fjob-detail%2f4921989%2f
http://jobs.theguardian.com/job/4921989/project-officer-supervisor-environmental-charity/?PipelinedPage=%2fjob-detail%2f4921989%2f
http://www.charityjob.co.uk/Jobs/335608/Project-Officer-Supervisor-Environmental-Charity
http://www.environmentjob.co.uk/job/51049-project-officer-supervisor
http://www.south.groundwork.org.uk/




 

    The B Side Festival, which this year is 

based on Portland ,programme of events is 

now available follow the following link 

http://www.b-side.org.uk/2014-festival-

programme 

 

 

 

The Festival dates are 5th to 14th September 

 

 



Chalk and Cheese News 
 

Local Development Strategy 

The consultation period for the strategy is now closed A big thank you to all those who have responded so far.  Your feedback will be added to 

the final document and submitted to Defra on the 5th September. We should hear the result in November.  In the meantime please keep those 

great project ideas coming in! 

 
Northern Dorset Local Action Group 

Do you live or work in the north or east of our beautiful county? You might like to comment on the Northern Dorset group's Local Development 

Strategy. This new group has yet to set up a website.  Public meetings will be held on:  

 Tuesday 12 August 4-8pm at Digby Hall, Sherborne 

 Thursday 14 August 4-8pm at Allendale House, Wimborne 

 
Grants 

Community Covenant funding is available for local projects which involve Armed Forces families.  The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has made 

the funding available for local projects that strengthen the ties or the mutual understanding between members of the Armed Forces community 

and the wider community in which they live.  Grants from £250 to £250,000 are available and applications for funding must be submitted by 1 

September 2014.  There will be another round later in the year which will close on 31 December 2014. More information available at 

www.dorsetforyou.com/covenantfunding 

 

The Dorset Growth Hub is available this year for business support and advice, as well as some grants. We have already been able to signpost 

some project enquiries to the Growth Hub - with success. More information available at www.dorsetgrowthhub.co.uk/  

We try and keep our eyes and ears open for news of any funding opportunities - please pass on any news you think might be useful to Local 

Action Group members.  This newsletter is sent to over 300 people! 

   

 

Project News and Events 

Crafty Camping (funded in 2011) is in the news again. Congratulations to Guy for being nominated the top yurt camp by Greentraveller.  More 

information at www.greentraveller.co.uk.  The Greentraveller website has also compiled a travel guide to the Dorset Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty, investigating places to stay, eat and drink and things to do that don't cost the earth. 

 

Wreck to Reef (funded in 2010-2013)  is a partner in an amazing art project which will hopefully happen on the 4 August.  Artist, Simon Faith-

full will purposefully sink a boat in Weymouth Bay.  The event will be broadcast live to viewers via a downloadable app.  From the moment the 

boat begins its journey to the bottom of the sea, onboard cameras will transmit live video images so online viewers can witness the boat’s slow 

metamorphosis into a new underwater ecosystem, in the form of an artificial reef.  The cameras will then remain transmitting for a year, with 

the images relayed to exhibitions in Brighton, Calais and Caen.  To view the event via a downloadable app sign up to http://lnc.hr/XTph2To find 

out more visit: http://www.wrecktoreef.co.uk/fabrica-reef/   or  http://fabrica.org.uk/exhibitions/autumn-2014/  

 

Prime Coppice - Working Woodlanders. Help restore a beautiful west Dorset woodland, learn new skills, meet new people and get hands on 

experience of woodland management and coppicing. Whilst working the woodland you can get access to fuel wood, bean sticks and other cop-

pice and woodland products in return for volunteering your labour. The new working woodlanders will meet twice a month during the winter 

season to undertake woodland tasks. Go along to the initial group meeting in mid-September. 

 

To find out more and register your interest please contact:Kit Vaughan by email on kitclimate@gmail.com or mobile 07778525816.  More 

information at www.primecoppice.com.  

LAG Projects past and present please keep in touch with the Local Action Group and tell us your news. 

 

Who's recruiting? 
The Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership is recruiting new volunteer board members. We often hear that rural Dorset is not represented 

enough on this board - delivering the Growth Programme to businesses across Dorset. If you have experience at Director level this is your 
chance! More information at http://www.dorsetlep.co.uk/news/press-releases/lep-board-recruitment/ 

 
Something quirky for the summer. The Watch House Cafe in West Bay is recruiting rickshaw riders for the season. Intrigued? Find out more 

at http://www.hivebeachcafe.co.uk/index.php/2014/7031/ 
It's always good to hear about any opportunities from members and project holders. As we receive enquiries for new projects we are also hear-

ing about jobs, let us know anything you would like to include in the newsletter.  
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