
Introduction to this edition of the PCP Information Update 

As part of supporting the development of a Neighbourhood Plan the PCP 

agreed to distribute details of the current consultation  phase  being co-

ordinated by the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. The information from 

the Group is shown as items 2 to 5 

To also provide a wider context the PCP has  also included an article item 1  

which provide background details to related areas. 

Finally we have recently received progress details of a couple of larger projects 

proposed for the Island and articles for Jurassica and Memo are also shown at 6 

and 7 

If you have any queries concerning the various articles please follow the rele-

vant contact links which are shown where possible. 

Failing this please contact us on portlandcommunitypartnership@gmail.com 

1) Neighbourhood Plan and Local Plan Update 

2) Creating and Neighbourhood Plan Background and Process 

3) Neighbourhood Plan Website 

4) Neighbourhood Plan Themes Summaries 

5) Portland Plan—A Neighbourhood Plan for Portland—Information 

Poster   

6) Jurassica  Project Presentation—14th July St Georges Centre–   

Information from Mike Hanlon 

7) Memo Project Update—Seb Brooke– (See file attached) 

8) Stonehenge New Discoveries– 12th July C2000 Hall 7pm 

9) Prison Museum New Leaflet (see file attached) 

10) Conservation Appraisals Consultation-including extra date 
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1) Neighbourhood Plan and Local Plan 

Update-PCP Article 

This month as you will be aware from the details supplied by the 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group formed by the Town Council 

is the start of the consultation survey period. As a wider context 

and at the same time there have been recommended changes to 

the Local Plan as a response to the initial review by the Inspector 

appointed. 

One of the principle reasons that the PCP has supported the Town 

Council to progress  the development of the Neighbourhood Plan 

is that we felt it was the best option to achieve a long term devel-

opment plan for the Island. Whilst a Neighbourhood Plan cannot 

cover every aspect and has to take the lead from strategies in the 

Local Plan,  a focused analysis of a community and  its specific 

issues can influence the Local Plan and also allow additional local 

policies and strategies to be developed where relevant.  This can 

become even more important where fundamental changes to the 

Local plan or further development work is progressed. 

This month saw a number of proposed changes and develop-

ments to the Local Plan amongst other issues main areas are. 

Changes 

Changes to the level of annual housing needs  and a revision of 

the Local plan period to shorten this. 

A review of the level of additional jobs likely to be created over 

the plan period. 

These proposals are currently within the committee cycle of 

WPBC/WDDC but if you would like more detail please follow the 

links below. A number of the proposals would be subject to public 

consultation.  

http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/

PDC_committee/PDC-R15-20140616.pdf 

http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/
PDC_committee/PDC-R16-20140616.pdf 

Developments 

Both authorities have issued a document  ‘ Programme for the 

Local Plan and Related Documents’ and this can be found at 

 http://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?
mediaid=185568&filetype=pdf 

Relevant sections are 

Neighbourhood Development Plans 

A section which explains what these are and the fact that as evi-

dence , strategies and policies emerge from these and they are 

consistent with the framework of  National Policy then greater 

weight may be given within planning decisions i.e. a Neighbour-

hood Plan doesn’t have to be fully completed to have influence. 

Green Infrastructure Strategy 

The paper sets out a timetable for consultation on the above. As 

you know Portland’s Green Network is focused around the devel-

opment of the Quarry Nature Park and its expansion. The timeta-

ble establishes an intention for an initial scoping consultation in 

the Summer of 2014. Part of policy Env3  states  ‘ Working with 

communities and relevant stakeholders , this will identify a green 

infrastructure network to support, but not prevent, the long term 

development of communities.’ 

Coastal Change Management Areas 

Portland is particular vulnerable to Coastal Change and draft pro-

posals around these issues are included in the Evidence base work 

associated with the Neighbourhood Plan. The programme paper 

again sets out a timetable for consultation starting in the Autumn. 

Sustainable Development 

The paper sets out a number of other areas which will increasingly 

become relevant. A potential a is the need to look at the impact 

of climate change on building regulations and developments and 

issues around the most effective way of dealing with existing 

building stock . 

Conservation  Area  Appraisals 

Information elsewhere in this update will advise of the intention 

to undertake an appraisal for areas of Portland during the sum-

mer. Again our evidence base within the Neighbourhood Plan 

identifies a general policy steer towards the productive use of 

heritage buildings which would provide for their long term protec-

tion. 

If you would like to look at the full paper this can be found  at  

http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/
PDC_committee/PDC-R7-20140616.pdf 
 
A separate item is included  within this update which sets out de-
tails of the dates and venues for the consultation process 

http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/PDC_committee/PDC-R15-20140616.pdf
http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/PDC_committee/PDC-R15-20140616.pdf
http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/PDC_committee/PDC-R16-20140616.pdf
http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/PDC_committee/PDC-R16-20140616.pdf
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?mediaid=185568&filetype=pdf
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?mediaid=185568&filetype=pdf
http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/PDC_committee/PDC-R7-20140616.pdf
http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/PDC_committee/PDC-R7-20140616.pdf


2) Creating A Neighbourhood Plan– Background and Process 

Portland Town Council  is responsible for progressing the Neighbourhood Plan and oversees the project and resources plans. 

Weymouth and Portland Borough Council are the Local Planning Authority and are also required to support the development of a 

plan. 

Recognition of the potential of developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Portland was included in the Draft Local Plan which was con-

sulted on in June 2012. Work on the current plan has therefore been progressing since September 2012 when the Town Council ap-

proved its development  and following  two initial consultation events which were held  in January 2013 various themes were identi-

fied. 

The formal area of the plan was approved by the Local Planning Authority in November 2013. 

 In early 2014 a working group of community members were recognised by the Town Council their role is to undertake specific areas 

of work in progressing the plan. Currently these are  

1)The compilation of information about the Island which impacts upon planning matters. 

2)The development of a Portland Plan website 

3) Survey work to inform the community and businesses current and future thinking. 

 

Next Stages 

Once it is considered that sufficient information has been obtained from the consultation phase a report will be prepared which 

summarises the information obtained. The Town Council will them consider what this  is saying and construct  a visioning and objec-

tives statement  and  then potential draft policies and strategies . At each stage will include further  opportunities for public consul-

tation. These processes will occur from Autumn 2014 into Spring 2015. 

After that further approvals will be sought and eventually the proposed plan will be put to public referendum.  

Value of Work being undertaken 

Although a Neighbourhood Plan may not have been fully finished the extent of its progress, the nature of the evidence obtained and 

its relevance can be taken into account when planning policy is being formulated by the Local Planning Authority or planning deci-

sions are being considered.  This ‘weight’ attributed to the plan is also better considered if the plan is making overall effective pro-

gress  

3) Neighbourhood Plan Website 

Information about Neighbourhood Planning  and details of the programme being undertaken are 

shown on the website   www.portlandplan.org.uk .  During the early part of this year a review of  

current policies and strategies which are relevant to Portland was undertaken. This information 

together with details obtained from the earlier consultation which occurred in January 2013 was 

used to prepare a comprehensive Evidence Paper. The paper breaks the plan into various 

themes and these are : 

Natural and Built Environment, Housing and People, Business and Employment 

Roads and Transport , Community and Social Facilities, Leisure and Recreation 

Arts and Culture  (see next section) 

The full paper is just over 150 pages long and therefore to provide a short summary each section 

has a summary and these are  set out in the next section. The Evidence base is not a static docu-

ment and as more information becomes available this will be added to the website. 

 



Natural & Built Environment  

Challenges abound here; there are few places in the 

United Kingdom where the natural environment is so 

closely linked to the built heritage as on Portland. 

There are constraints which impact fundamentally on 

the Island’s potential future; so, how should Portland’s 

development be directed? 

Should we recognise that not all the Island’s environ-

ment is as good as it could be? Some developments 

have potentially detracted from the local character. 

Could we improve this position? ‘Central Government 

recognises the value of the natural and built environ-

ment and has established a series of initiatives to sup-

port the future of these’. Recognition of a green Infra-

structure network, the Portland Quarry Nature Park 

and the Island’s conservation areas are examples. 

With traditional quarrying and the maritime industry 

looking to their futures, how can their legacy best be 

managed? How important is our environment in devel-

oping industries such as tourism? 

What of the future regarding climate change and 

coastal erosion, what constrains must we recognise 

here? With regard to our location, can we take ad-

vantage of sustainable solutions regarding energy and 

our use of it? 

 In short can the Island achieve a sustainable solution 

to its future, balancing all of these issues? Can the 

Neighbourhood Plan be part of a future sustainability?  

Housing & People  

“Home is not a building, home is a feeling,” an old adage certainly, but is it 

really true? 

May we easily chose where we live or does the market dictate much? Cer-

tainly we may have links to Portland through family or work, but affordability 

and supply of the accommodation we seek affects us too. Should we encour-

age a more flexible outlook in our young people? Is it unreasonable to con-

sider off Island solutions for accommodation of our elderly? 

Understanding the economic and demographic issues within our communi-

ties is necessary for those who provide public services and infrastructure or 

for anyone proposing further development. To attain a sustainable future 

must we understand these issues well enough to have an informed opinion. 

How does the heritage of our built environment affect our homes? With 

much of our housing lying in conservation areas, will we find upkeep of our 

homes or energy needs too costly in the future? Perhaps there is more po-

tential value in conservation than we first realise or perhaps are we finding 

limitations that we could address? 

Will competing demands for employment land and land dedicated towards 

protecting our natural environment draw a line under the level of housing 

that can be achieved? At what point does the Island become full? 

Finally with statistics predicting changes of who will live here and the relative 

age ratios; will there be more demand on a finite housing stock? Will this 

affect Portland more strongly than other areas of Dorset? What if any, are 

the alternatives to accepting the pressure of market forces?    

Business and Employment 

Natural resources have historically funded Portland’s economy but continue to change and diminish from their position in leading employ-

ment. New industries should in time step in, but what is the best path to take in this transition? 

Business and Employment provide the foundations for a community.  On Portland the competing demands of nature and employment are 

particularly evident with considerable protection afforded to the natural environment. The consequence of this protection is limited availa-

bility of land for commercial activity and a measured management of the natural resource.   

A successful Neighbourhood Plan should consider these competing demands within the context of the developing market.  

Many factors will make demands on the local employment situation; changes in population, current and planned; potential changes to the 

business models proposed centrally; travel to work patterns and the quarrying and maritime legacies. 

 With the limited land use changes that are possible on the Island, any decisions on it's prioritisation for business and employment may be a 

key factor in the Island's culture and future prosperity. 



Roads & Transport  

Is the current road network a constraint on develop-

ment? The effectiveness of the Island’s road network 

creates strong debate. 

We have an excellent public transport system; however 

we rely on cars because of our location, this creates a 

level of journeys on the access route to Portland com-

parable to other highly used A roads across Dorset. The 

recent winter storms have again highlighted the vulner-

ability of the Beach Rd. 

Can we establish a managed approach to our footpaths 

and create bridleways and cycle ways? Can we reduce 

car usage? Do we need to create an effective park and 

ride system? Are there car parking issues that we need 

to address? Do we need to consider further changes to 

speed limits? 

Has the removal of the Western Relief Rd (Wyke/

Lanehouse by pass) and the Underhill By-pass plans 

restricted future viability commercial sites on Portland? 

Would a new West Country rail/rapid transport solution 

help to underpin a number of projects on the Island, in 

particular the ‘Destination Portland’ concept which in-

cludes continued development of the Port. Is this a real-

istic option? 

Community & Social Facilities  

Many of the day to day services a community requires are available on 

Portland; although the choice can at times be limited. It could be ar-

gued that being so close to Weymouth is both a benefit and a dis-

benefit for service provision. No community has everything in one 

place but what is the right balance for ours? 

While some existing services already have a degree of policy protection 

the economic climate may affect the reality on the ground. Factors be-

yond local control may diminish the current provision or they may 

simply be outpaced by a changing or an increasing population. 

Education, a crucial part of any community is certainly changing rapidly 

on Portland. Does the plan need to respond to this in a pragmatic way? 

Could the new provision have knock on affects in other services, posi-

tive or negative? Will other advantage filter back to the community 

from the construction of a new campus? 

With a high proportion of older people and life expectancy amongst the 

highest for the UK, the pressures on some services are ever increasing. 

Portland has proportionally less services in these areas than are the 

national average. 

 Other changes abound; for example central policy is allowing more 

freedom for community organisations. Is this a viable path for the pro-

vision of extra service within a community? Is this an opportunity for 

the island to find local solutions that suit its individual needs? 

Leisure & Recreation  

The coastal environment of Portland is ideal for many sports and leisure activities despite the complex and sometimes competing aspira-

tions for land or maritime areas. 

Portland plays host to much recreational activity, yet it’s communities are recorded as having amongst the lowest levels of participation 

within the Borough. Are the reasons for this based in our choices or in the amount of access we have to fixed facilities? Do we understand 

the opportunities right on our doorstep? Do we understand how to share in access to the Olympic legacy? 

The current and future economic climate is certain to affect the local fixed facilities. With the Borough Council unlikely to invest in new 

buildings and citing its preference to move away from maintaining some existing offerings; will community organisations or the open 

market deliver our preferences? 

What of the open spaces well suited to walking or possibly even cycling if it is provided for? A wider agenda exists in relation to this, 

namely that the leisure and recreation potential of Portland serves to attract visitors to the island. Could this form of tourism be a key-

note of wider regeneration? Is the recreation potential inherent in our environment more important to us than we first think? 

 Arts and culture.  

The Island has a strong cultural, historic and artistic appeal, with many avenues already explored but perhaps many more to be discovered. 

Is the Islands arts and cultural infrastructure as well developed as that of its neighbours? What are the relevant differences? What is the 

unique cultural heritage of the Island and does it come across to those who visit? How much can be understood and how much requires in-

terpretation? 

Our ‘Pride of Place’ is rooted in the Island's history and heritage, due perhaps to it’s once strategic location. Is Portland still a well-known 

location nationally, or does its potential now lie as an alternative to the traditional Dorset experience. Is it the hidden gem rewarding the 

more adventurous?  

This part of the Neighbourhood Plan intends to look at how we can make the best use of the Island's character, it’s powerful ‘Pride of Place’, 

to enrich the quality of life for residents and also to help visitors enjoy the ‘Island Experience’.  With a coherent strategy, Arts and Culture 

could be made to work for the Island; creating local employment in the strong growth areas of entertainment, tourism and hospitality. 



Printed Copy of Communities Survey 

A  copy of the Communities Survey is attached with this update. If you would like to complete a printed copy then please hand 

into to the above locations 



By Michael Hanlon 

On Monday July 14 I will be in Portland to give the people who 

live and work on the island – and anyone else interested a 

chance to hear about how the Jurassica Project is progressing. 

I am fully aware that expectations are high, much speculation 

is in the air and that also, as yet, work has not commenced to 

build this extraordinary vision. This is a chance to say what has 

– and has not – been achieved, and what you can expect to 

see happening in the near future.  

For those of you unaware of Jurassica, it is an ambitious plan 

to sculpt an extraordinary showcase for the Jurassic Coast, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Jurassic Coast is one of the 

places where modern thinking can be said to have begun; the 

fossil discoveries being made there by Mary Anning and others 

paving the way for the work of Charles Darwin and the found-

ers of geology and biology as we know these sciences today. 

The idea is quite simple: we plan to take a large and deep hole 

in the ground, an old limestone quarry on Portland, put a glass 

and steel lid on it – and then fill it with wonderful things.  

What sort of things? Fossils of the weird and wonderful prehis-

toric animals that once graced the seas and mudflats that be-

came the rocks of Dorset. Robot plesiosaurs and other anima-

tronics that will swim in a real aquarium. A chance for visitors 

to walk back through time and take in hundreds of millions of 

years of Earth’s most interesting chunk of history, the age of 

the dinosaurs and plesiosaurs, the pterosaurs and ammonites. 

Want to see what a live ammonite looked like swimming 

through the sea? Come to Jurassica.   

We have heavyweight backers, including Sir David Attenbor-

ough, our patron, and a stellar team of trustees headed by Sir 

Tim Smit, who created the Eden Project. The world’s finest 

architect, Renzo Piano, is designing the structure, and the 

world’s finest engineering firm, Arup, will make it happen.  

Who is going to pay for all this? After all, we are looking for 

upwards of sixty million pounds.  We have to buy the land, pay 

the designers and engineers, make one of the largest roofs in 

the world and create a site of world-class beauty and interest. 

None of this comes cheap.  

We are looking for a mix of public and private money, and we 

have a detailed fundraising strategy in place and thanks to the 

unparalleled contacts and resources of our trustees – and of 

course the stardust supplied by Sir David, who is taking a very 

active role despite his ludicrous volume of commitments – we 

are wholly confident that we will get our money. It is a great 

deal of cash but, as I realised in one startled moment last year, 

it is actually rather less than you can pay for a single flat in one 

of the posher parts of London. 

Jurassica is a charitable trust and profits will be ploughed back 

into the charity.  It will bring in a great deal of money for Dorset, 

and draw attention and investment directly into Weymouth and 

Portland. In Cornwall, the Eden Project has almost single-

handedly transformed the tourist economy of the county, bring-

ing in an estimated one and a half billion pounds to Cornwall’s 

collective coffers since it opened 13 years ago. We have calculat-

ed that Jurassica will, similarly, pump several tens of millions of 

pounds annually into Dorset’s cash-registers – good news for 

hotel and guest house owners, restaurateurs, food suppliers, taxi 

drivers and so forth. In short, we will have the regenerative 

effect promised by the 2012 Olympics that sadly, for the most 

part, failed to materialise.   

We will award contracts, where possible and where the law al-

lows, to local suppliers and to train local people – and we know 

this is an area of very high unemployment – to do the highly-

skilled work that running a major tourist attraction involves. We 

will need cooks and cleaners, engineers and technicians, public 

relations officers, marketing experts, curators, managers and 

scientists. As with Eden we plan to do as much as we can ‘in 

house’, from management to catering and cleaning. We will pro-

vide upwards of 190 full-time properly skilled jobs with decent 

wages for local people on the island and on the nearby mainland.  

Of course there will be many more jobs than this during the con-

struction phase, which we believe will last around 30-40 months.  

Will this happen? Yes. Of course, nothing in this life is certain. 

Many obstacles lie ahead, and not just the money. But some of 

the finest and most sceptical minds in the world when it comes 

to creating projects like this have been scrutinising the plans 

from all angles for more than three years now and Renzo Piano 

and the rest have kept the faith. I have to share their confidence 

otherwise I would not only be letting them down, but Portland 

down as well.  

Come and see the plans (we may even have some 3D models to 

show you hot from Renzo’s workshop in Paris) and ask as many 

hard questions as you can. We do not want an easy ride; far from 

it. Scepticism is healthy, difficult questions are the best ones to 

be asked. You may be worried about the impact on traffic, or on 

the environment. Will Jurassica be an eyesore? What if no one 

comes? Will you end up having to pay for it? We want to hear 

what you have to say. This is your island, not mine, and above all 

else I want Jurassica to make Portland a better place.  

 

Michael Hanlon 

Chief Executive Jurassica 

For any queries please contact Alison Smith 07782 299181 

alisonksmith@me.com 

Save the Date JURASSICA Community Presentation 7pm July 14th 2014  

  Girt Hall, St George's Centre, Reforne, Portland, DT5 2AN 



Memo Project Update 

An information update from Seb Brooke  (see file attached) 

 

Archealogy Talk   new evidence from Stonehenge ( see file attached) 

12 July  7pm at C2000 Hall, Easton 

Prison Museum New Leaflet (see file attached) 

Conservation Appraisals  Consultation  

25 June St Georges Centre  9am– 7pm 

and 2 July St Johns Church Hall  9am—7pm 

Additional Date  9th July Tesco Easton Lobby 9am –7pm  

Follow link below for more information 

http://media.weymouth.gov.uk/docstore/demdocs/PDC_committee/PDC-R7-

20140616.pdf 

P61 of the report contains the objectives and likely actions arising from the con-

sultation. 

 

 


